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Billy: Are you free after school today?
Mia: [ was planning to go home early, but why?
Billy: I need help with the math test tomorrow. I’m really stuck.
Mia: Oh, sure. We can study together in the library.
Billy: Thanks! You’re good at math, right?
Mia: I guess so. I already reviewed most of the topics.
Billy: That’s great. I don’t understand the last few problems at all.
Mia: Then, let’s go through them one by one.
Billy: You’re a lifesaver. Should we meet at four?
Mia: Sounds good. Let’s grab a table near the window.
Billy: OK. I’ll bring my notes and extra pens.

Mia: Good idea. I always forget mine!

(1) Why does Billy want to meet Mia after school?
a. He needs help preparing for the math test.
b. He wants to borrow her notes from last class.

c. He is returning a book to the library.

(2)  What does Mia say about the math topics?
a. She hasn’t started reviewing them yet.
b. She already looked over most of them.

C. She thinks the problems are too easy.

(3)  What is most likely true about Mia?
a. She is good at math but often forgets things.
b. She is worried about the math test tomorrow.

c. She asked Billy to explain the last few problems.
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Sophia:
Daiki:
Sophia:
Daiki:
Sophia:
Daiki:
Sophia:
Daiki:
Sophia:
Daiki:
Sophia:
Daiki:

Are you ready for the school concert next week?

Not really. I still get nervous playing in front of people.
Me too. But your violin solo sounds great!

Thanks. I’ve been practicing the hard part over and over.
That’s smart. I always mess up when I rush.

I know what you mean. My teacher always tells me to slow down.
Good advice. Are your parents coming to watch?

Yes, and my little brother too. He’s never seen me perform.
That’s exciting! I bet he’ll be proud.

I hope so. What about your family?

My mom’s coming. She always cries at the end.

Then let’s make her cry again—in a good way!

(4)  Why does Daiki feel nervous?

a. He hasn’t had enough time to practice.

b. He worries about playing in public.

c. He forgot his violin part completely.

(5)  What advice did Daiki’s teacher give him?

a. To stay calm and not hurry.

b. To memorize his solo.

c. To skip the hard part if needed.

(6)  What do we learn about Sophia’s mother?

a. She helps Sophia prepare for the contest.

b. She is a music teacher.

i

c. She gets emotional during performances.
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Every Sunday morning, Yuki joins a volunteer cleanup in her neighborhood. She uses
garbage bags and tongs to pick up litter such as plastic bottles, empty cans, and cigarette

butts. (" This experience has made her think more about the environment. Now she is careful

to separate her trash for recycling and tries to reduce waste. This activity has also helped her

make new friends outside of school. @ People in the neighborhood always thank the

volunteers for their hard work. Together, they hope to make their town a better place to live.
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Natsume Soseki was a famous Japanese novelist and essayist. Born in 1867, he lived
during the Meiji and Taisho periods and is considered one of Japan’s greatest writers. He
was born in Edo (now Tokyo) and studied English literature at Tokyo Imperial University.
Early in his career, he worked as a teacher and was influenced by his friend Masaoka Shiki,
a famous poet. In 1905, he became well known for his first major novel, I Am a Cat, which
uses humor to describe human nature and society.

Soseki studied in London for two years, an experience that was very difficult for him
but also important for his later writing. After returning to Japan, he taught at a university and
then became a full-time writer for a major newspaper. His famous novels include Botchan,
Sanshiro, Kokoro, and Light and Darkness. His work often combines Japanese traditions
with Western ideas and explores deep emotions, the struggles of daily life, and the challenges
of living in a changing world.

He died in 1916, but his books are still often taught in Japanese literature classes at

school. From 1984 to 2004, his portrait appeared on the 1,000-yen note.

(1) Natsume Soseki lived through the Meiji and Taisho eras.

(2) Soseki’s first major novel, Botchan, is a humorous story.

(3) Soseki spent two happy and easy years studying in London.

(4) Soseki worked as a teacher before becoming a full-time writer.

(5) His writing was strongly influenced by Western culture only.

(6) His novels deal with emotions, daily struggles, and difficulties in life.
(7) His books are no longer read in schools in Japan.

(8) Soseki’s face once appeared on Japanese money.
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“I lost my wallet on the train this morning.”
“That’stoo (1 )! Did you report it?”
a. bad b. down C. sorry d. trouble

Your idea sounds (2 )! Let’s try it.
a. s great b. great C. greatly d. greatness

I( 3 ) tothank you for your support.

a. am writing b. am written C. writing d. written

It’s a beautiful day. I feel like (4 ) along the river.
a. towalk b. walk c. walked d. walking

The police (5 ) on the street every morning.

a. are b. be c. have d. is

Sayaka stayed up until midnight, ( 6 ) wasn’t a good idea.
a. that b. what c. which d. who

(7 ) students passed the test. In fact, some failed.
a. Al b. Almost c. No d. Notall

My son is very quiet, buthe (8 ) enjoy his school life.
a. do b. does c. is d. really

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)
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1. 1 ( phone / felt  in / my  vibrating ) my pocket.

| my pocket.

2. Hehad ( practice / little / to / before / time ) the lesson yesterday.

the lesson yesterday.

3. Itis ( with  to / get / important / along ) people from other

countries.

tis . people from

other countries.

4. Youmay ( listen / or / TV / either / watch ) to music.

to music.
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1T [ [ TEAEREET] L) ERER-,

tempo giusto in tempo senza tempo

2 [ ]iF MR LA bREBIZELS] &) EREE-,

allargando calando perdendosi

38 [ iF MExLL, HEHIT) 0 EKEE-,

Grave Largo Andantino

4 stringendo (X[ WO EREEO,
[TZATE AR BRNIT (7272 HIZE< ) [H& Z AT

5 legato X [ &V I EBREFFO,

[Ex2 72D LD RITFTY (B &+51tfko Tl [—F—FlIo&V L

6 tutti X[ WO EKEFE,
[—ANTHET 5] (2R TET D) (= THET D

1 arioso ERBOF®REZF->bDIT[ JTH2,

appassionato brillante cantabile

8 elegante L [FIEDERAZFFSOLOIX[ | THD,

elegiaco grazioso lamentoso

9 grandioso L RIEOE®RZFFO>LOIX[ |TH A,

maestoso passionato risoluto

10 ritardando & AT DO EMRAFHOREIX[ | ThD,

diminuendo accelerando smorzando
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(1) a (2 b 3)a 4) d (5) a ®) c (7) d 8)b

E)
(1)

(2) My friends call me Aya.
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