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[gor Stravinsky, who was (77 ) in 1882, was a Russian composer and perhaps the most important one
of the 20th century. His father was an opera singer, who (-« ) Igor to university to study law. However,
Stravinsky’s love of music made him determined to become a composer. At university, ( 7 ) studied with
Rimsky-Korsakov, and he published his first symphony. It was first performed in 1908 ( = ) he was twenty-
six. His most famous orchestral work, The ( & ) of Spring, was premiered in 1913.

His earliest success was in composing for ballet. (7 )His first ballet was an outstanding success. and he
became famous overnight. In 1919, Stravinsky moved to Paris and became a French citizen. (% )In 1939, when
war broke out, he moved to the United States and became an American citizen.

Stravinsky lived a neat and orderly life, and he liked to follow a regular schedule. He worked on his
music in the mornings and on business and personal matters in the afternoons. His scores were carefully written
in a very precise hand. He was also confident and sure of his own ability. He did not seek advice or offer it to
others. He was not interested in the opinions of audiences or critics.
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(1) TIgor Stravinsky lived a very disorganized and untidy life.
(2) He did his composing in the morning and not in the afternoon.
(3) His written scores were all very carelessly written.
(4) Stravinsky had great confidence in his own ability.
(5) He paid no attention to the opinions of audiences or critics.
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Stravinsky really behaved in some strange and unusual ways. When visiting a new city, the first place he
visited was always the zoo. He loved animals and once said that they and children best understood his music.
He also liked collecting pictures of conductors looking ridiculous and his preferred method of relaxing was
standing on his head. Also, he always wore an old green beret, even in bed.

@D  On arrival in a city for the first time, Stravinsky ...

A. visited a botanical garden. B. went to the zoo. C. spoke to stray animals.
@  One of his unusual habits was to ...
A. try to look ridiculous. B. stand on one leg. C. wear a beret in bed.
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